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June 30, 2021 

Executive Summary 

Drivers for the pear industry include small crop, good domestic but low production and increasing costs. 

• Marketing desks have moved the small crop well and shipping pace is ahead of average, with the crop 

almost completely shipped.  

• Domestic demand has improved; pairing that with a small crop has resulted in good pricing. 

• However, low production and increasing costs continue to challenge growers.  

 

Northwest FCS’ 12-month profitability index expects only slight profits for 

pear growers. There’s evidence that the pear industry’s efforts to improve 

domestic demand have paid off. Increasing domestic demand, strong 

packouts and good pricing will provide good margins. However, when 

factoring in low production to cover increasing costs, pear growers’ returns 

are minimal.  

Supply 

According to the Fresh Pear Committee’s June 11 crop report, the 2020-21 crop is 15.4 million, 44-pound boxes, 

about 20% and 14% less volume than last year’s crop and the 5-year average, respectively.  

The small crop has kept a good shipping pace through the season and 95.4% of the crop has moved.  

  

12-Month Profitability Outlook 
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Demand 

Years of declining demand led the pear industry to make changes over the last few years aimed at enhancing the 

consumer eating experience. Many of these efforts are focused on ensuring pears are ripe within a few days of the 

consumer’s purchase. The latest step to improve the eating experience is a USDA rule change that went into effect 

on April 23. The new rule lowers the pressure requirement packing houses must meet when shipping D’Anjou 

pears prior to Nov. 1. Basically, this allows packing houses to ship slightly softer, riper D’Anjous, the most common 

variety grown in the Northwest.  

There’s some evidence that the industry’s efforts are paying off. Domestic shipments are up 2% over last year 

despite the crop being over 5% smaller. Plus, according to the USDA, per capita consumption increased in 2018 

and 2019.  

Domestic Per Capita Pear Consumption, pounds 

 
Source: USDA ERS, Fruit and Tree Nuts Yearbook data. 

Improving the eating experience is key to increasing consumer demand and improving pear markets. Evidence of 

this comes from a recent industry survey that revealed more than 20% of consumers who have a bad eating 

experience won’t purchase pears again for two months or longer. On the other hand, 73% of consumers will 

purchase again within a week if the pear was fresh and flavorful.  

Exports 

Exports are down nearly 18% this year compared to last year and the 5-year average. Export volumes are the 

lowest since at least the 2007-08 crop. Canada is the only exception, exports there increased over 9% compared to 

last year. COVID-19 logistical disruptions, a smaller crop and stronger domestic demand are likely the key drivers 

of lower exports.  

Pricing 

The smaller crop has pushed prices up significantly over last year levels. Plus, good quality kept packouts strong 

throughout the season which keeps payments to growers high. 

Pear Pricing 

  2020-21 2019-20 Y/Y Change 

D'Anjou $28.82 $23.93 20.4% 

Bartlett $31.29 $26.89 16.4% 

Bosc $30.00 $27.74 8.1% 
Source: Washington State Tree Fruit Association  

 -

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6



3 

 

Profitability 

Although prices and packouts are high, low production makes it difficult for growers to capture any sizable profits. 

Growers also have to contend with increasing costs associated with labor and disease management. Therefore, 

despite improving pear markets, growers are only likely to capture slight profits over the next year.  

Additional Information 

Northwest FCS Business Management Center 
www.northwestfcs.com/Resources/Industry-Insights 

USA Pears 
www.usapears.org  

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service 
www.ams.usda.gov  

USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
www.nass.usda.gov 

Washington State Tree Fruit Association 
www.wstfa.org 
 

Learn More 

For more information or to share your thoughts and opinions, contact the Business Management Center at 

866.552.9193 or bmc@northwestfcs.com.  

To receive email notifications about Northwest and global agricultural and economic perspectives, trends, 

programs, events, webinars and articles, visit www.northwestfcs.com/subscribe or contact the Business 

Management Center. 
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